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FOREWORD

| would like to thank Rustom Framjee for his work in producing this guide to the mammal species that have been
seen on wildlife viewing drives from our Porini Camps and Nairobi Tented Camp.

At Gamewatchers Safaris & Porini Canwps are committed to supporting the conservation of Kenya's

remaining wildlife habitat and animal species. Over the past twenty years we have been involved in working

with local communities living alongside the national parks and reserves, to restore the wildlife habitat by setting
aside large areas as Conservancies where the animals can live in safety in their own space without any human
settlements and where visitor numbers are restricted. As a result, the conservancies are now teeming with a huge
diversity of wildlife species and the grass and vegetation have regenerated, allowing large numbers of herbivores
to be present which in turn attracts the predators including all the big cats.

This guide highlights the wide variety of animals that are present in addition to tHeneeth "Big Five" that

are so often the main focus of attention. Many of the lesskmelivn species can be fascinating to observe and
this guide will help to identify them and to provide information about them for anyone planning to stay at our
camps.

Jake GrievesCook
Founder ofGamewatcherSafaris
Nairobi, Kenya


https://www.porini.com/

PREFACE

This mammal guide provides some interesting facts about the mammals that are seen by guestsPianing at
Camps. In addition, there are many species of birds and reptiles which are listed separately from this guide.

Many visitors are surprised at the wealth of wildlife and how close you can get to the animals without disturbing
them. Because the camps operate on a low tourist density basis (one tent per 700 acres) the wildlife is not
6crowdedd by many vehicl es alnudtingysocialisingplaying, givang bithe m i n
and fighting to defend their territories. Some are more difficult to see than others, and some can only be seen
when you go on a night drive. Aforinicamps are unfenced and located in game rich areas and you will see
much wildlife even in and around the camps.

The Maasai guides who accompany you on all game drives and walks are very well trained and qualified
professional guides. They are passionate and enthusiastic about their land and its wildlife and really want to
show you as much as they can. They have a wealth of knowledge and you are encouraged to ask them more
about what you see. They know many of the animals individually and can tell you stories about them. If you are
particularly interested in something, let them know and they will try to help you see it.

While some facts and figures are from some of the references listed, the bulk of information in this guide has
come from the knowledge of guides and camp staff. | encourage you to ask questions and listen carefully, as the
truly astonishing amount of information they hold goes beyond what | could fit into a guide.

Enjoy your safari!

Rustom Framjee
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BADGES & ABBREVIATIONS

E%@&E@E %E@ This species is classified as endangered according to the International

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

*- ! This species holds a record (official or unofficial)
R A_ R E This species is rarely seen by visitors and sightings of it are considered lucky
due to itsbehaviouror low population density

SC SelenkayConservancy OKC Ol Kinyei Conservancy NNP Nairobi National Park
NC Naboisho Conservancy OPC Ol Pejeta Conservancy OMC OlareMotorogi Conservancy



SPECIES

BIG CATS
1. Lion

2. Leopard
3. Cheetah

FELIDS

4. Caracal

5. Serval Cat

6. African Wild Cat

HYENAS

7. Spotted Hyena
8. Striped Hyena
9. Aardwolf

JACKALS AND OTHER CANIDS
10.Black/Silver Backed Jackal
11.African Golden Wolf

12.Side Striped Jackal

13.African Wild dog

14.Bat Eared Fox

MONGOOSES AND MUSTELIDS
15.Banded Mongoose

16.Dwarf Mongoose

17.Marsh Mongoose

18.Slender Mongoose

19.White Tailed Mongoose
20.Common Genet

21.East African Civet

22.Zorilla or Striped Polecat
23.Ratel or Honey Badger

ANTELOPE
24.Common Wildebeest
25.Topi

52.Maasai Giraffe
53.Reticulated Giraffe

547 B6UUBY Bu 5U0uwCfiGUUTZ

26./Ef BUZBYTZ Wi AGU U 85.Wu GJ Adlyaz

27.Wui YLiTZ WI AGUOGG
28.Impala

29.Bushbuck

30.Bohor Reedbuck

31.7 f 17 Y iMBunfai’d Reedbuck
32.Common Eland

33.Common Waterbuck
34.Defassa Waterbuck
35.Lesser Kudu

36.7 b T Glartbeest

37.f T C T ZHaMbpest
38.Common Duiker

39.r T wHK[D&K

40.Suni

41.Klipspringer

42.Gerunek or Wallers Gazelle
43.Steinbok

44.East-African Oryx

45.Oribi

LARGE MAMMALS
46.Elephants

47.Cape Buffalo
48.Hippopotamus

49.Black Rhinoceros
50.Southern White Rhinoceros
51.Northern White Rhinoceros

SMALL MAMMALS
56.Aardvark
57.Warthog

58.African hedgehog
59.Crested porcupine
60.East African Spring hare
61.Scrub hare

62.Rock hyrax

63.Tree hyrax
64.Ground squirrel
65.0chre Bush Squirrel

PRIMATES

66. Olive Baboon

67.Yellow Baboon

68.Vervet Monkey

69.ANTGZTZpu50U0G

70.Patas Monkey

71.Large Eared Greater Galago or
Greater Bushbaby

72.Senegal Galago or Lesser
Bushbaby

73.Common Chimpanzee

} BYTGN



* LION

Panthera leo

Swabhili Name: Simba
Maasai Name: Ol n g 0,@®touwary

Lifespan: 15 to 20 years

Weight: Males 190 to 225 kg (420 to 500 Ib), Females 110
to 135 kg (250 to 300 Ib)

Height: 1 to 1.2 m (3ft 4in to 4ft)

Length: 1.5 to 2m (5ft to 7ft)

Gestation: 3 ¥2 months

Number of young: 2 to 4 (cases of up to 6)

Habits: Lions live in large groups called prides. The
females in the pride are usually related and they are the
primary hunters. Males will assist with large prey, though
they mainly focus their efforts on defending their territories
from other males. Males are very territorial and the main
cause of male deaths is as a result of fights and being
displaced from the security of the pride. They sleep for
many hours in a day and are active only when hunting.
Young males are made to leave the pride to prevent
leadership challenges and inbreeding!

Food: Opportunistic carnivorous feeders and will take any
prey that they can catch and overpower. Although they are
apex predators they often scavenge and steal kills from
other predators.

Reproduction: Cubs are born blind usually away from the
rest of the pride. Their eyes do not open until roughly a
week after birth. Lionesses often synchronise birthing and
share parenting duties with cubs suckling from any of the
nursing females. This allows pride cubs to be of equal age
and size which increases survival rates.

Did you know? If new males take over a pride they will
typically try to kill all the cubs. Your guides know most of
the lions family history and can tell you exciting stories of
pride wars!



Location:

LEOPARD

Panthera pardus

Swahili Name: Chui
Maasai Name: Olkinyia lasho

NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 12 to 15 years

Weilgbr;t: Males 50 to 80 kg (110 to 180Ib), Females 35 to 55 kg (70 to
120

Height: 60 to 70cm (2ft to 2ft 4in)

Length: 1.2 to 1.8m (3ft 10in to 5ft 10in)

Gestation: 3 ¥2 months

Number of young: 2 to 4

Habits: Mostly nocturnal and solitary, leopards are excellent at
camouflaging themselves and stay close to areas with trees.

Food: Highly adaptable on account of prey availability, leopards
stalk, usually at night, and kill their prey before carrying it into a tree
where it will be out of reach of lions and hyenas, if it is too large for
them to consume immediately on the ground.

Reproduction: Cubs usually remain hidden for the first two months
of their Iives, and will rely o
Once they begin to venture out they will start to eat meat and are
weaned at 3 months.

Did you know? Pound for pound they are the strongest of African

big cats. If you hear a noise around the camp at night, like someone
sawing wood, itods probably a |e
more leopards in the conservancies as there are cheetahs, however
leopards are more difficult to see as they are shy. More recently, the
leopards around Porini Lion have got much more used to people and
sightings are very regular. When a leopard is not hunting, it can walk
through herds of herbivores without disturbing them as it raises its
tail over its body to expose the white underside which the prey
species see as unthreatenibghaviour.



Lifespan: 10 years

C I I E ET n I I Weight: Males 41 to 57 kg (90 to 125Ib), Females 36 to 45 kg (80 to 100Ib)

. . Height: 70 to 80cm (2ft 4in to 2ft 8in)
Acinonyx jubatus

Length: 1.2 to 1.4m (4ft to 4ft 8in)
Swahili Name: Duma

Maasal Name: Olowuara keri Gestation: 3 months

Number of young: 2 to 4 (cases of up to 6)

Habits: Cheetah like to find high vantage points from where they can see potential
prey and predators. Males are often social, and brothers will stay together and hunt
together whilst females generally live on their own unless they have young cubs.

Food: Cheetah usually eat small to medium size antelopes as well as young
wildebeest. They stalk prey and break into a fast sprint which uses lots of energy and
only has a 50% success rate. They knock or trip their prey and suffocate it with a
strong jaw hold on the neck. They eat hurriedly as they are often chased off their kills
by larger predators.

Reproduction: They are born with greyish silver fur (mantle) on their back which
transforms to the normal adult coat as they age. This allows them to be camouflaged
and some believe it also gives them the appearance of a honey badger. Only 5% of
cheetah newborns survive to independent adulthood

Other Info: The fastest mammal in the world, Cheetah are capable of speeds in exces:
of 100kmh (62 mph). Experts at bringing down antelopes, their unmatched speed
comes at the cost of a lightweight body. This means that they are often chased off
their kills by lions, leopards and hyenas. Easily differentiated with leopards by their
lighter builds and circular spots as opposed to the semi circular rosettes of a leopard.

Location: NNP. OPC. SC. NC. OKC and OMC. Did you know? Cheetahs lack the ability to retract / cover their claws, resulting in
’ ’ ’ ’ footprints like that of a canine and making them the only cats in the animal kingdom

not to be able to do so. During high speed maneuvers, a cheetah uses its tail as a form
of rudder.



CARACALL

Felis .caracal

Swahilii Name:: Simba mangu
Maasai Name: Eseperua

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 8 to 10 years

Weight: Males 10 to 18 kg (22 to 40lb), Females 8 to
12 kg (18 to 261b)

Height: 40 to 50cm (1ft 4in to 1ft 8in)
Length: 55 to 90cm (1ft 10in to 3ft)
Gestation: 2 to 2 %> months

Number of young: 1 to 4

Habits: Mostly nocturnal and quite secretive they are
difficult to spot. Caracals are solitary and will only be
seen together as a mother with cubs or a breeding pair.
The largest of the small cats they stalk and often run
down their prey and occasionally kill antelope as large
as an impala. There are many theorises about their
noticeable ear tufts and it is thought that these are
twitched to communicate with fellow caracals.

Food: Caracals eat rodents, other small mammals and
birds, They jump up to two metres into the air to catch
birds in flight. In periods of drought, Caracals are able
to survive on water content obtained through their

prey.

Reproduction: Kittens are almost fully blind when
born and are able to see perfectly after 10 days. They
leave the den after one month and are weaned after
ten. Sexual maturity is reached at approximately 1
year old at which stage the cubs will leave the mother.



SERVAL CAIl

Felissserval

Swahilii Name:: Mondo
Maasai Name: Eseperua

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 8 to 10 years

Weight: Males 10 to 16 kg (22 to 35Ib), Females 8 to 12 kg
(18 to 261b)

Height: 55 to 60cm (1ft 10in to 2ft)
Length: 65cm to 1m (2ft 2in to 3ft 2in)

Gestation: 2 to 2 %2 months

RELATIVE
LEG
LENGTH

Number of young: 2 to 4

Habits: Nocturnal and solitary, servals are territorial with
ranges up to 20krfor females, and 30k for males. Like
big cats they mark their territoryT he ser val 0s
allow it to hear small mammals and to locate prey.

Food: Servals are carnivorous with a preference for rodents
but they are also opportunistic and will sometimes consume
insects, birds, fish and small mammals.

Reproduction: Kittens are vulnerable when born, blind,
and hence females give birth in sheltered areas such as
abandoned burrows and dens. They are able to eat solids
after approximately a month and will begin to hunt
independently aged 6 months. They become sexually
mature after leaving their mother, at around 1 year old.

Did you know? Relative to the size of its body, the serval
has the longest legs of all cats which allow it to move at
great speed (50mph / 80kmh) and jump up to 3 metres
vertically. When one considers that this represents jumping
up to 5 times its own height, it is really quite impressive! It
can also hear prey, even when they are moving
underground.



AFRICANN\WILID
CAI

Felislybica

Swahilii Name:: Paka jpori
Maasai Name: Empaka entim

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 8 to 10 years

Weight: Males 3 to 6 kg (7 to 13Ib), Females 2 to
4.5 kg (4 ¥2 to 10Ib)

Height: 30 to 35cm (12 to 14in)
Length: 50 to 60cm (1ft 10in to 2ft 1in)
Gestation: 2 months

Number of young: 2 to 4

Habits: Normally nocturnal but have occasionally
active during cool days. Usually terrestrial but are
good climbers and will climb trees to evade
predators.

Food: Their diet is comprised mainly of small
rodents but they are opportunistic feeders and will
eat anything from insects to birds. They usually
hunt in the characteristic manner of a small cat,
stalking prey and then catching it with one
pounce.

Reproduction: Kittens are usually born between
September and March and are extremely
vulnerable, with their eyes being closed for the first
two weeks. For this reason, the mother keeps them
in thick bush or the holes of other animals and
carries them to a new location every few days.
Kittens stay with their mother for up to half a year
at which point they are fertile to have kittens of
their own.



SPOTTED

HYENA\

Crocutarocuta

Swahilii Name: Fisi madoa
Maasai Name: Olngojine

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 10 to 12 years

Weight: Males 57 to 64 kg (125 to 140lb), Females 64 to 75 kg
(140 to 165Ib)

Height: 80 to 90cm (2ft 8in to 2ft 11in)
Length: 1.2 to 1.7m (4ft to 5ft 6in)

Gestation: 3 %2 to 4 months

STRONGEST
Number of young: 2 (cases of up to 4) JAWS

Habits: Spotted Hyenas live in large groups called clans, with
females being dominant over males. They can communicate
over great distances through high pitched noises which are
inaudible to the human ear.

Food: Contrary to popular misconception spotted hyenas do
not only scavenge on carrion. Unlike striped hyenas, they are
primarily predators. Very little of their prey goes to waste
strong jaws enable them to crunch through the bones of all but
the largest herbivores such as elephants.

Reproduction: Females do not actually have a typical
mammalian vagina, instead having what can be described as a
Opsewednoi sd t hat prevents forc
|l nterestingly, the more domin
developing pups with hormones that will ensure a stronger
physical strength during their lifetimes. Cubs are born with their
eyes open and are born aggressive, often attacking and killing
their siblings before they are one month old. They begin to

learn to hunt when 8 months old and will join in on clan hunts
once they are 12 months old.

Did you know? The more common of the two hyenas, spotted
hyenas have the strongest jaws in the animal kingdom. They are
also known as laughing hyenas due to the noises that they
make.



STRIPED

Hyaena

Swahilii Name:: Fisi miraba
Maasai Name: Nesompori

Lifespan: 10 to 12 years

Weight: 30 to 50 kg (66 to 110Ib)
Height: 65 to 77cm (2ft 2in to 2ft 7in)
Length: 1.2m (4ft)

Gestation: 3 months

Number of young: 2 to 4 (cases of 6)

Habits: Primarily nocturnal, striped hyenas are
not particularly territorial and usually live either
own their own or in pairs. Despite sharing

territory, males will scent mark their own patrol
parts using a paste secreted from their anal gland.
They are smaller than spotted hyenas and behave
submissively towards them, allowing them to take
their food.

Food: Predominantly scavengers as their smaller
size does not allow them to bring down prey
easily. However they are opportunistic predators
and if the opportunity presents itself they will eat
anything they are able to kill.

Reproduction: Cubs are born, blind, in a den and
their eyes open when they are nearly 10 days old.
One month from birth they begin to eat solid food
and they are weaned at four months old. They
venture out from the den for foraging trips at six
months old and are sexually mature when they are
between 2 and 3 months old.



AARDWQOLEF

Protélesristata

Swahilii Name:: Fisi ya Nkole or Fisi Mdogo
Maasai Name: Nemelil

Location: SC, OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: Insufficient datad up to 20 years in captivity

Weight: approximately 7 to 10 kilograms (15 to 22 Ib)

Height: 40 to 50 centimetres (16 to 20 in)

Length: 55 to 80 centimetres (22 to 31 in) long, excluding its
Ibushy tail, which is about 20 to 30 centimetres (7.9 to 11.8 in)
ong,

Gestation: 3 months

Number of young 2 to 5

Habits: The name means earth wolf in Afrikaans and they spend
most of the day underground in their dens emerging at night to
feed. They are shy and when seen they are usually seen on their
own. In fact they are monogamous living in breeding pairs with
their young. Both sexes have anal glands with which they mark
their territory leaving black smears on rock and tufts of grass.
They are generally quite timid and when threatened they puff up
their manes and also use these glands to emit a foul stench.

Food: Unlike other canines they do not hunt large prey and feed
exclusively on harvester termites found in the open savannah.
They use their broad sticky tongue to lick up termites from the
surface as unlike other termite eaters they do not dig food their
food. A single aardwolf can consume up to 300,000 termites in
one night.

Reproduction: Although generally regarded as monogamous
dominant males will mate with females in territories where there

is a weaker male. The cubs are born in the dens which are
changed regularly the cubs remain in the den for about 3 to 4
months foraging near the den after about nine weeks and
venturing further afield after about 12 weeks. Males guard the den
for up to six hours a night when the female is away hunting



BLACKISHNERR -
BACKED)JACKAR L.

Canismesomelas

Swahilii Name:: Bweha Mgongo Mweusi
Maasai Name: Orbarie

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 6 to 10 years

Weight: 6 to 13.5 kg (14 to 30Ib)
Height: 40 to 45cm (1ft 4in to 1ft 6in)
Length: 70 to 80cm (2ft 4in to 2ft 8in)
Gestation: 2 months

Number of young: 2 to 8

Habits: Black-backed (sometimes known as silvdracked)
jackals are monogamous and mate for life. Sometimes
small packs are formed and these are usually made up of
a pair and their adult offspring. They are often seen
sneaking up to a big cat kill to grab a morsel’hey have
excellent hearing and scent of smell and are quick to
locate Kkills.

Food: Omnivorous and opportunistic, jackals can be
found scavenging carcasses as well as hunting a variety of

prey.

Reproduction: Young are born blind in a den and their
eyes open when they are approximately 10 days old.
Their mother will change the location of their den to
reducechancesof them beingfound by predators During
this time they both suckleand eatregurgitatedfood. They
will leave the den within a month and gain their
recognisableblack and silver back asthey age, being fully
formed when they aretwo yearsold.



AFRICANNGOLDENN
WOILE-

Canisanthus

Swahilii Name: Bwehawa mbuga
Maasai Name: Orbarie

Location: OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: 8 to 10 years

Weight: 7 to 14 kg (15 to 30Ib)
Height: 40 to 50cm (1ft 4in to 1ft 6in)
Length: 75 to 80cm (2ft 6in to 2ft 8in)
Gestation: 2 months

Number of young: 2 to 8

Habits: Golden wolves are monogamous. They are less
territorial than black-backs and may sometimes be seen
in larger family groups.

Food: Omnivorous foragers and opportunistic predators,
they will eat a variety of small to large mammals. During
the wildebeest calving season, the afterbirth is considered
to be a delicacy.

Reproduction: Pups are born blind and vulnerable and

as a result are born and spend the first few weeks of their
life underground. Their eyes open when they are 10 days
old and they eat regurgitated food and are weaned when

they are four months old.

Did you know? The African Golden Wolf used to be
known as the Golden backed JackalQanisanthu$ native
to Eurasia, until it was reclassified in 2015.



SIDE-STRIPED
JACKALL

Canisadustus

Swahilii Name:: BwehaMiraba
Maasai Name: Orbarie

Location: SC, OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: 8 to 10 years

Weight: 7 to 13 kg (15 to 29Ib)

Height: 40 to 45cm (1ft 4in to 1ft 6in)

Length: 70 to 80cm (2ft 2in to 2ft 8in)

Gestation: 2 months

Number of young: 2 to 6

Habits: Nocturnal and tend to be solitary or seen in pairs,
although they are sometimes found in small family
groups.Mated pairs of jackals are territorial and are
known to mark and defend the boundaries of their
territory. They are noisy and their yipping calls are
recognised and responded to only by family members.
When alarmed they scream.

Food: Omnivore eats mainly small mammals but will also
eat invertebrates fruit and carrion. The diet changes
according to the seasons and they focus on invertebrates
in the wet season and mammals in the dry season.

Reproduction: they mate for live and are monogamous.
Pups continue to suckled and feed on regurgitated food
until they are about 2 months. Dispersal take place after
11 months

Did you know? They are more closely related to wolves
than are any other species of jackal.



AFRICANN\WILD. DOG ¢
or HUNTING.DOGG

Lycaorpictus

Swahilii Name: Mbwa mwitu
Maasai Name: Osuyiani

Location: OPC, SC, OKC, NC and OMC.

w Lifespan: 10 years

w Weight: 18 to 27 kg (40 to 60Ib)

w Height: 60 to 75cm (2ft to 2ft 6in)

w Length: 75cm to 1.1m (2ft 6in to 3ft 7in)

W Gestation: 2 % to 2 % months

w Number of young: 5to 12 (can go up to 19)

w Habits: Wild dogs are social creatures and live in packs of 6 to50

with an established social hierarchy. However within this

hierarchy there is little aggression and the environment is
harmonious and playful. They are territorial and have huge ranges
which they patrol as a pack.

w Food: They are highly efficient hunters with a 80% hunt / kill
ratio. Medium sized antelopes are the favoured prey but they are
known to take prey of all sizes including ostrich, giraffes, buffalo
and eland. Attacks are coordinated and the spoils of the kill are
shared evenly among the pack with individuals regurgitating food
for adults, as well as young, that remain in the den.

w Reproduction: Pups are weaned when they are 10 to 11 weeks old
and leave the den soon after. By the time they are one year old
they are able to kill small prey and can be considered proficient
hunters once they are over a year old.

w Did you know? Once sexual maturity is reached, males stay
within the pack whilst females migrate to find and join new packs.
Wild dog markings are as unique as their fingerprirkgo two wild
dog patterns are the same.

BUDLOLECEBED




BAT-EARED)
FOX

Otocyomegalotis

Swahilii Name:: Bwehamasigio
Maasai Name: Esiro

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 8 to 10 years

Weight: 3to 5 kg (7 to 111b)
Height: 30cm (1ft)

Length: 60 to 70cm (2ft to 2ft 3in)
Gestation: 2 ¥2 months

Number of young: 2to 5

Habits: Nocturnal. They mate for life but
sometimes with multiple females who will share a
den. There is some gender role reversal within the
species as males are very involved in the rearing of
the cubs and are largely responsible for their up
bringing as females tend to stay away from the den
to lfjeed in order to be able to provide milk to the
cubs.

Food: The diet is comprised mostly of termites
which the foxes hear using their large ears. If no
termites are present, other insects will be eaten as
well as small mammals.

Reproduction: There is some gender role reversal
within the species as males are very involved in the
rearing of the cubs and are largely responsible for
their up-bringing as females tend to stay away

from the den to feed in order to be able to provide
milk to the cubs.



BANDED)
MONGOOSE:

Mungoanungo

Swahilii Name:: Kicheche or Nguchiro miraba
Maasai Name: Enkishireni

Location: OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 10 to 12 years

Weight: 1to 1.75 kg (2 %2 to 4lb)

Height: 18cm (7in)

Length: 33 to 41cm (1ft 1lin to 1ft 4in)
Gestation: 2 months

Number of young: 4 (but cases of up to 6)

Habits: very gregarious and live in groups up to
40 in number. They sleep together in a
communal den moving between dens every few
They are diurnal and are often seeforaging in
open ground and will run for cover if there is a
perceived threat. However they are territorial
and very aggressive with other groups.
Mongoose pups remain underground for the first
3 to 4 weeks of life. And are guarded male
Obabysitterso, when the
foraging.

Food: They are opportunistic feeders foraging
for many hours a day and will eat invertebrates,
reptiles, amphibians and other small mammals.
They will also steal eggs from ground nesting
birds. They often collaborate to kill large snakes.

Reproduction: Unlike many other species of
group mammals, all the females of the group
breed at the same time. The group has a few
domi nant Ooguardingd mal
although females ar&known to mate with males
from a rival group in the midst of a fight.



Im: w Lifespan: 10 to 12 years
MONGOOSE. v womgoononion

Helogal@arvula W Height: 7.5cm (3in)
Swahilii Name:: Kitafe W Length: 22 to 25cm (9 to 10in)
Maasai Name: Esimincha
w Gestation: 7 weeks
E EEE w Number of young: 2 to 4 (but cases of up to 6)
w Habits: Diurnal and social, dwarf mongoose live in large

family groups with an established hierarchy within each
sex. They are nomadic, moving around on a regular basis
and sharing territory with other groups.They mark theirs
usually small home range with secretions from their anal
and cheek glands. There are usually several dens on their
home range which they will run to if they perceive that
they are in danger.

w Food: Dwarf mongoose consume mostly insects as well as
small snakes, birds and rodents.

w Reproduction: The dominant female of the group will give
birth to between 2 and 4 litters per year. The subordinate
females will then assist with the rearing of her offspring
and will only become pregnant themselves if conditions for
young are ideal. Young are kept below ground for up to a
month, with one or two individuals staying behind with
them. Subordinate females within the group will also
produce milk for the young whilst all group members will
forage for them. Once they are 10 weeks old they begin to

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and oc_ hunt and seek food for themselves.




Mm—l—ﬂ w  Lifespan: Up to 17 years
MONGOOSE W Weight: 2.5 to 3 kg (5.5 to 6.6b)

Atilax paludinos i
e w  Length: Approximately 50cm body length

(20 in) with a 33 to 50 cm (13 to 20 in) talil.

Swabhilii Name::
Maasai Name:

W Gestation: 9 to 11 weeks
w  Number of young: 2to 3

w  Habits: Usually found in wetland areas, they
generally rest during the hotter part of the
day, being most active in the early morning
and evenings.

w  Food: Opportunistic omnivores, their diet
comprises what is available in their locality,
including frogs, crabs, rodents, fish, insects,
eggs, fruits, berries and seeds.

w  Reproduction: Breeding occurs twice each
year, during the wet and dry seasons.

w  Did you know? Marsh mongooses are
excellent swimmers, diving below the surface
Location: NNP for up to 15 seconds, earning them the name
OWater Mongoosed I n s




SL E Nm W Lifespan: 10 to 12 years
M@m w Weight: Males 525 to 800g (18 %2 to 280z), Females 375
to 5509 (13 to 1902)

Herpestemnguinels W Height: 11cm (4 Y2 in)
Swahilii Name:: Nguchiro W Length: 29 to 34cm (1ft to 1ft 2in)
Maasai Name: Enkishireni Orkidongoy
w Gestation: 2 months
w Number of young: 2 to 4
w Habits: Usually diurnal, its lighter size makes it better at

climbing trees than other mongoose and the use this
ability to hunt birds. Known to share dens with other
species of mongoose particularly those that are nocturnal

w Food: Although omnivorous, slender mongooses have a
largely carnivorous diet comprised mainly of insects.
However they are known to also eat rodents birds and
lizards. They are also skilled at killing and eating snakes
but this behaviour is not as common as one is led to
believe due to the high risk involved.

w Reproduction: Females are largely responsible for the
upbringing of their young who are born blind and reliant
on their motherds mil k. Their e
and when they are one month old they leave the den and
begin to eat solid food. They are weaned when they are
approximately 2 months old and are able to live
independently by the time they are 10 weeks old.

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC. w Also see other mongoose species.




WHITE -TAILED)
MONGOOSE:

Ichneumialbicauda

Swahilii Name:: Kicheche mkia nyeupe
Kimbunu
Maasai Name: Olpilis

e —

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, OKC and OMC.

RARE

Lifespan: Up to 10 years in captivity
Weight: 2.9 to 4.2 kg (6.4 to 9.3 Ib) (',
Height: 30cm

I(_erll)gth: 53to 71 cm (Head and body) 40
tai

LARGEST
Gestation: 2 months MONGOOSE

Number of young: 1-3

Habits: Nocturnal, territorial and solitary only
coming together to mate. They are vocal and bark.
When alarmed theyuse their anal glands to secrete
a noxious smell

Food: The White-Tai | ed Mongooseds
mainly of insects and occasionally fruits and small
vertebrate mammals as well as eggs. It is a skilled
hunter and will eat whatever it can kill.

Reproduction: Birthing happens during the wet
season and young live in a burrow at first. They
begin to forage independently just before they are
weaned, at 9 months. Once they are a year old they
live fully independently and will be ready to leave
the maternal range.

Did you know? White tails are the largest of all
mongooses. They can be vocal, with a bark usually
heard during the mating season.

d i



COMMON
GENET

Genettgienetta

Swahilii Name:: Kanu
Maasai Name: Empuus keri

e

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: up to 13 years
Weight: c 4.5 Ib (2 kg)
Height:

Length: 80 to 105 cm

Gestation: 7 to 8 weeks (some references say 10
weeks)

Number of young: 1to 4

Habits: Nocturnal and usually solitary, Excellent
climbers and very agile they are the onliverine
that can stand on its hid feetFound wherever
there is where there is suitable prey it avoids open
habitats. Easily tameable they are kept as exotic
pets in some parts of the world.

Food: Omnivores, will eat fruit and hunt small
mammals, birds, amphibians and reptiles.

Reproduction: kittens weight only 3 ounces ant
birth and their eyes remain closed for the first ten
days

Did you know? Although called a cat they are
more closely related to mongoose



EAST AFRICANN
CIVET

Civettictizivetta

Swahili Name: Fungo
Maasai Name: Orpilis keri

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 10 years

Weight: 8 to 20 kg (18 to 44b)

Height: 25 to 40cm (1ft 2in to 1ft 4in)
Length: 70 to 85cm (2ft 4in to 2ft 10in)
Gestation: 2 ¥2 months

Number of young: 1 to 4

Habits: Nocturnal and solitary. When threatened, it is
capable of producing a surprisingly deep coughlng
growl and puffs up its fur and body to nearly double in
apparent size.

Food: Omnivorous, eats anything from fruit and
insects to small mammals

Reproduction: When born, each kitten has its own
teat on its mother and depends on this supply of milk
for the first six months after birth. When they are two
months old, they are able to feed on their own.

Did you know? The fluid that is secreted from the

b

catds perennial gland can
perfumes and some are kept in captivity for their _
ocivetdo which i s an ingredi

perfumes such as Chanel N\5!



ZORILLAMODTY
STRIPED POLECAT!

Ictonyxstriatus

Swahilii Name:: Kichehe
Maasai Name: Orpili s Lolchala

Location: OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: 4 to 5 years

Weight: 0.6 kg (1.3Ib) to 1.3kg (2.91b)
Height: 10 to 15cm (3.9 to 5.9in)
Length: 60 to 70cm (24 to 28in)

Gestation: 1 month

Number of young: 1to 5

Habits: Nocturnal and territorial. Territory is
marked with its faeces and scent glands. Normally
solitary and when seen in groups this is usually
associated with breeding. This is reputed to be the
smelliest animal and uses skunk like defensive
behaviour and will spray a noxious fluid.

Food: Carnivore d eats rodents, snakes, birds,
amphibians, and insects.

Reproduction: Kittens completely vulnerable and
are born blind, deaf, and naked.

Did you know? The Guinness Book of Animal
Records claims a smelly zorilla once kept nine
lions at bay while it was scavenging their Kill.



RATEL /HONEY
BADGER

Mellivoracapenis

Swahili Name:: Nyegere
Maasai Name: Enkowuaru 00 naishi

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

O I RARE

Lifespan: 10 years
Weight: 8 to 14 kg (17 to 30Ib) 2
Height: 25cm (10in) 4
Length: 71cm (2ft 4in)

Gestation: 6 to 7 months

Number of young: 2 (but can go up to 4)

Habits: Honey badgers, raebsar Ensewhi & a8l
nocturnal. Males are territorial and will patrol and mark their territory
each night.

Food: Honey badgers are opportunistic and omnivorous and will hunt
a variety of prey. As the name suggests they will invade bee hives and
eat honey and bee larvae contained within. They are relentless and
fearless and will dig, climb and swim to find food.

Reproduction: Unlike adults, cubs are extremely vulnerable and are
born blind and hairless. Its eyes open after two months and its mother
will move it between dens every few days. After 3 months it will begin
to accompany its mother out of the den but will stay with her for over
12 months as it learns the various hunting techniques that malkaels
such a fearless predator.

Did you know? The Guinness Book of World Records list the honey
badger as the most fearless animal in the world and it is easy to see
why. They attack venomous snakes such as mambas and cobras and
are somewhat immune to snake venom. Their hides are loose over a
guarter of an inch thick and are will resist most teeth as well as
machete blows. They are so aggressive and defensive that they can
stand their ground against leopards and lions and it is believed that
they may attack large predators by tearing into their scrotums.



COMMQOQNN
WILDEBEESTIORIGNUU

Connochaetesarinus

Swabhilii Name:: Nyumbu
Maasai Name: Oingat

: "
MU

N BN

.

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: 12 years

Weight: Males 185 to 230 kg (400 to 500Ib), Females 150
to 180 kg (330 to 400Ib)

Height: 1.2 to 1.4m (3ft 11in to 4ft 7in)
Length: 1.7 to 2.4m (5ft 8 to 7ft 10in)
Gestation: 8 months

Number of young: 1

Habits: Wi | debeest are the Dbackt
Mi grationd, the worl dos | ar
land mammals and are therefore sociable as well as
migratory. Whilst males do establish dominance within

herds through jousting and snorting, they live gregariously
and their herd size can range from tens to thousands of
individuals.

Food: Wildebeest are grazers with a preference for short
grass.

Reproduction: Calves are born in the middle of the herd
where they are visible but also well defended.
Approximately 85% of calves are born within a fortnight
which provides safety in numbers as each individual calf is
less of a target. Wildebeest calves are able to stand and
run within an hour to enable them to stay close to their
mothers. They begin to graze within two weeks and will

be weaned by four months. They will stay with their
mothers till she has her next calf.



TOPI

Damaliscufinatus

Swahilii Name: Nyamera
Maasai name: Olkinya Nkosua

e —

Location: OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: 10 to 12 years

Weight: Ma to es 120 to 14 to kg (265 to 300Ib), Females 110 to
120 kg (240 to 265Ib)

Height: 1.2m (3ft 10in)

Length: 1.8m (6ft)

Gestation: 8 months

Number of young: 1

Habits: Topi are gregarious and live in herds of 15 to 20. Although
sometimes these herds can be much larger. Their complex social
structure is linked to the distribution of food. In some areaspi
have large territories within a home range, occupied throughout the
year by a male and a small breeding herd of females. The home
range is guarded by both males and the females In other areas,
femaletopi move across the territories of many different males. In
this social system, the male's territory is small and unoccupied
throughout the year. Each male has his "stomping ground and can
be observed standing for long periods on a prominent place. They
are known to be one of the fastest antelope and can reach speeds
up to 70 km/hr (43 mph)

Food: Topi are grazers with a preference for green grass. If the
grass is fresh they can go without access to water. They graze
mainly in the early morning and evening.

Reproduction: Females come into oestrous for only one day of the
year. To ensure that they conceive females try to mate with more
than one male and will aggressively disrupt mating between their
favourite males and other females. The birthing season is usually
between October and December. The young calf stays with its
mother for a year or until a new calf is born.



THHOMGSONO S,

GAZELLE:

Gazellahomsonii

Swahilii Name:: Swalatomi
Maasai Name: Enkopera

V& 4 -
N 3 f
-

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

W

Lifespan: 10 years

Weight: Males 20 to 29 kg (44 to 64lb),
Females 15 to 22 kg (33 to 48Ib)

Height: 60 to 70cm (2ft to 2ft 3in)
Length: 90cm to 1.1m (2ft 11in to 3ft 7in)
Gestation: 5 %2 to 6 months

Number of young: 1

Habits: Whilst females are sociable and stay
in non-hierarchial herds of up to 50, males
are territorial and when mature will try to
dominate a herd of females. Young males
will form bachelor pools and stay together
near the outskirts of larger herds.

Food: lommiesd ar e
preference for short grasses.

grazers

Reproduction: Tommies usually breed every
6 months and the newborn fawn will remain

hidden in long grass by its mother for at least

two months, only revealing itself for short
periods to suckle. The pair will then join a
herd and the fawn will begin to eat solid

food, although weaning does not occur at this

stage. They usually stay together till they are
yearlings at which point males are driven
away and females are reaching sexual
maturity.

a n



GRAWTB O S
GAZELLE:

Gazellagranti

Swahilii Name:: Swalagranti
Maasai Name: Enkoiborr siadi

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 10 to 12 years

Weight: Males 60 to 75 kg (130 to 165Ib), Females 40 to
50 kg (90 to 1101Ib)

Height: 80 to 90cm (2ft 7in to 3ft)
Length: 1 to 1.4m (3ft 3in to 4ft 7in)
Gestation: 6 ¥2 months

Number of young: 1

Habits: Males are territorial and when young will fight to
establish dominance and lead a herd. However as they age,
instead of fighting they will perform a display ritual to
assert dominance.

Food: Gr ant 6s Gazelles both gr
predominantly browsers and obtain most of their moisture
through the leaves and grasses that they eat.

Reproduction: Once born, the fawn will lie hidden in long
grass for about two weeks. The mother will memorise the
spot and then return there up to 5 times a day to allow the
fawn to suckle. Weaning takes place at 6 months and will
join ahherd soon after as sexual maturity occurs at 18
months.
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IMBPALAA

Aepyceranelampus

Swahilii Name: Swalapala
Maasai Name: Entarakuet

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, NC, OKC and OMC.

Lifespan: 12 years

Weight: Males 50 to 80 kg (110 to 175Ib), Females 40 to 55 kg
(90 to 1201Ib)

Height: 80 to 90cm (2ft 7in to 2ft 11in)

Length: 1.3 to 1.6m (4ft 3in to 5ft 3in)

Gestation: 6 ¥2 months

Number of young: 1

Habits: Impala are diurnal and are usually found in herds of
bachelors or herds led by one dominant male with a harem of
females. The male will guard the harem jealously but his reign
Is usually short lived during the exhausting mating season. As
they are prey for most of the apex predators they are very alert.
Relying on this and their agility and speed. They run at speeds
fasr':e_r ttr:an 60km/h. and can leap up to 10m itength and 3m

In heignt.

Food: The impala is an adaptable forager switching between
grazing and browsing in different seasons or habitats. This
adaptability means that unlike other antelopes the impala does
not need to migrate long distances. When water is scarce they
can survive on the moisture in succulent vegetation.

Reproduction: The breeding season, known as the rut, begins
toward the end of the wet season in May. From March The
males begin preparations for mating in March with increased
hormone production, genital growth and darkening of the coat.
Birthing usually happens at mid day when predators are least
active. Fawn are hidden for a few days or sometimes more
before returning to a nursery group joining its mother to nurse
or when predators are nea.

Did you know? Your guides will use the behaviour of impala
and other antelope to help them find predators. These alert
prey species will use alarm calls and will stare at a predator.



BUSHBUCK

Tragelaphuscriptus

Swahilii Name: Pongo
Maasai Name: Olpua

1)

Location: NNP, OPC, SC, OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: 12 years

Weight: Males 40 to 70 kg (90 to 155Ib), Females 25 to 50 kg (55
to 110Ib)

Height: 65 to 95cm (2ft 2in to 3ft 1in)

Length: 1.1 to 1.5m (3ft 7in to 4ft 11in)

Gestation: 6 to 6 ¥2 months

Number of young: 1

Habits: Bushbuck are solitary and somewhat nocturnal. As the
name suggests, they live in areas with dense vegetation which
enables them to conceal themselves and complements their diet
well.

Food: Browsers, bushbuck eat small shrubs and eat slowly,
selecting their food carefully before eating it.

Reproduction: Females will leave their young hidden and will
visit it periodically during the day to allow it to suckle and eat its
dung so as not to leave a scent for potential predators. The fawn
will not venture out with the mother until it is 3 to 4 months old.

Did you know? Staying at Porini Mara Camp? Look out for the
bushbuck that use the foliage around the camp for cover from
predators.

Bushbuck and baboons have an interesting relationship. You will
often find them together as the
approaching predators and they drop food from the trees which

are a delicacy for bushbuck. However the downside is that

baboons will sometimes grab and eat bushbuck fawns at random!



Reduncaedunca

Swahilii Name: Tohe ndope
Maasai Name: Enkuluo

e

Location: NNP, SC, OKC, NC and OMC.

Lifespan: 10 years

Weight: Males 45 to 60 kg (100 to 130Ib),
Females 35 to 45 kg (75 to 100Ib)

Height: 75 to 85cm (2ft 4in to 2ft 9in)
Length: 1.2 to 1.4m (3ft 11in to 4ft 7in)
Gestation: 7 to 7 ¥2 months

Number of young: 1

Habits: Mostly nocturnal although active in the
early evenings. Usually found in reed beds near
water but they do not usually enter deeper water
and graze on marginal vegetation in shallow
water. They are usually seen alone or in small
breeding groups.This is a shy antelope and
remains hidden for most of the day when
alarmed they emit a sharp highpitched whistle
and gallop away.

Food: Grazers that mostly eat young, fresh
grass. They need to be close to a water source.

Reproduction: The reedbuck breeds through the
year. The female gives birth in the deep cover of
dense and tall grass and the infant remains
hidden for the next two months. The mother
makes short visits for just 10 to 30 minutes each
day to nurse it.



